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Ten days after his return to Wake Robin he wrote to half
a dozen of the leading Eastern magazine editors in an attempt
to get them to underwrite his adventure with hard cash.
" The boat is to be forty-five feet long. It would have been a
bit shorter had I not found it impossible to squeeze in a
bathroom otherwise. I sail in October. Hawaii is the first
port of call; from there we shall wander through the South
Seas, Samoa, New Zealand, Australia, New Guinea, and up
through the Philippines to Japan. Then Korea and China,
and on down to India, The Red Sea, Mediterranean, Black
Sea and Baltic, across the Atlantic to New York, and then
around the Horn to San Francisco. I shall certainly put in a
winter at St. Petersburg, and the chances are that I shall go
up the Danube from the Black Sea to Vienna. I'll go up the
Nile and the Seine; there is no reason at all why I shouldn't
come up to Paris and moor alongside the Latin Quarter,
with the bow line out to Notre Dame, and a stern line fast
to the Morgue. I shall not be in a rush; I calculate that
seven years at least will be taken up by the trip."

Although there were several seaworthy boats on San
Francisco., Bay that could be bought for a reasonable price,
Jack discarded this idea; he would sail no man's boat but
his own. There wrere expert ship architects in San Francisco,
but he would sail in no vessel but one that had been fashioned
in his own mind. There w^ere competent shipbuilders with
yards on the Bay, but he would be master of no boat but
the one he had built himself.

He decided to design a boat that would be a departure in
sailing vessels, even as everything in his life design had to
be a departure. He hit upon the idea for a " ketch," a com-
promise between a yawl and a schooner which would retain
the virtues of both, but he frankly admitted that he had
never seen a ketch, let alone sailed one, that the whole thing
was a theory in his mind. He sunk himself in the details of
boat-building, pondering such problems as wiiether a two-,
three-, or four-cycle engine would be best; whether he should
use a make-and-break or jump spark for ignition; what was
the best kind of windlass; whether the rigging should be set